January 1, 2012 Come Together Service, 10:00
AM

Sunday, January 8, 9:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday, January 15, 9:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday, January 22, 9:00 & 10:30 AM
Sunday, January 29, 9:00 & 10:30 AM

NAVA JEEVAN

| am sorry to announce that the Nava Jeevan
Ministry is coming to an end. The ELCA decided
it is not economically feasible to continue funding
it and, despite the hard work of Pastor Edwin, not
enough members were available to help support
this Mission Church going forward. Pastor Edwin
will be leaving the parish house in mid-January to
move to Texas, per his message below. The
Council and the Property Team will be looking for
a new tenant for the house.

The Tamil Gospel Church is still going strong and
will continue to worship in our facility. At some
point they will begin the search for a new pastor,
date to be determined.

Kitty Solomita

Annual January Meeting of
the Congregation

Please plan to attend our January
Annual Meeting between services on
January 22nd. At this meeting you
will have the opportunity to review
the financial results of 2011 and discuss and vote
on the 2012 annual budget. We will also discuss
the Parish House and the options we have for it in
the future.

January Budget
Meeting

News from Pastor Sara

Things are good for us. Clark has a call at a
redevelopment congregation here in Davenport,

All Saints Lutheran Church. He is doing the
ministry of healing and rebuilding with a great
community of people there, and enjoying it very
much. And | am doing great, too, here at St. Paul.
I'm grateful for a wonderful staff to work with and
enjoy my role as associate, with
an emphasis on caring
ministries and work with young
adults and college students. It's
been a good place for me. And
we are settling into life in the
Midwest; it's a bit quieter pace.
And, although | do miss real
bagels and the diversity of the
community in central New Jersey, this place is
becoming home for us.

Sad to hear about the funding running out for
Nava Jeevan, but | guess they gave it a good shot
and Eddie has such passion for mission and
ministry. | hope they can find some ways to
continue to connect with the growing Indian
community around there. My prayers, of course,
will continue for them - as they will for you alt a
CtK. It's a wonderful place, full of great people
and | pray that you are settling into life with ewn
pastor and ministry is just taking off....

The biggest news, of course, that surpasses all
else, is that we are expecting a Baby Olson-Smith,
due in May. I've been feeling good, and looking
forward to this next phase of life in our family.
Quite a joy for us.

That's the word from us, we are doing well, miss
the dear people of New Jersey who we so dearly
loved... and keep you often in prayer...

| pray this season is full of all sorts of joy tbe
dear ones at Christ the King...

Blessings-
Pastor Sara

A Donation for the Food Pantry

Thanks to donations to CtK in memory of Julie
Anderson, $225 was available for purchases for
the South Brunswick Food Pantry. Tom and |
went to Stop & Shop and purchased 11 bags of
food, loaded up the trunk of his car and brought it
all to the pantry. I'm sure this donation of food



helped brighten the holidays for people who rely
on the Food Pantry.
Kitty Solomita

The Name of Jesus

There is a Christmas festival we rarely celebrate.
One week after Christmas Day, the newborn was
given the name "Jesus," and the gospels make a
point of it. But these days New Year's Day
trumps most church services, and we are
recovering from the major holidays in the other
sense of the word. Nevertheless, "The Name of
Jesus" is a major holy day in Christian tradition,
and for good reason. The name "Jesus" or Yeshua
or Joshua originally (in Aramaic?) sounded a little
like "he saves," which is the main point of the
feast day. But | once heard it differently.

| was attending a long Ethiopian Orthodox liturgy,
in Ge'ez and Amharic, where | did not understand
a single word. Well, I did figure out when they
were mentioning Jesus, whose name sounded like
"Yesus," Since | had three hours (!) to hear and
ponder the name "Yesus," it started to sound more
and more like "Yes, us" in English, and to have
more and more meaning for me. Jesus means
"yes, us." Jesus is first of all God's YES (see 2
Corinthians 1), the great affirmation not only for

us but also of us as the human family he joined.
Us, with our troubles and limits? Yes, us. Us,

with our aches and pains and eventual death? Yes,
us. Jesus means "yes, us." It may not be Greek or
Hebrew or Aramaic, but the way | remember that
Ethiopian pronunciation carries a Christmas
message all its own: the name of Jesus, "he
saves," also means us, "Yes, us."

Paul Rorem

Angel, Angel! — Our 2011 Christmas
Pageant

On December 18 at the 10:30 am service CtK’s
children presented their annual Christmas pageant,
entitled, “Angel! Angel!” It was a creative
Christmas adaptation of the popular children’s
book, “Brown Bear Brown Bear what to you
see?” Many thanks to all our Sunday school
teachers, particularly Pat Crawford, Beth Mitchell,
Joanne Rosenberg, and Ann Koenig who wrote
and organized and put on this wonderful worship
offering for our community.



Thank Youl!

| would like to thank everyone who contributed to
the monetary qift | received from CtK on
Christmas Eve. It was a very generous gift, and it
will definitely help me to complete a few repairs
on my home before the cold of winter really hits.

| so appreciate the way everyone has made me
feel welcome over the past year at Christ the
King, and | am very much looking forward to the
upcoming year of being your pastor. | hope
everyone had a very blessed Christmas.

Pastor Kim

Book Club Reminder — “The Faith
Club”

Sometime in the spring of 2012 South Brunswick
will be hosting a community wide conversation
regarding the book entitled, “The Faith Club: A
Muslim, a Christian, a Jew; Three Women Search
for Understanding.” “The Faith Club” is the story
of an American Muslim woman befriends two
other mothers, one Jewish and one Christian and
the desire of these three women to educate their
children about their respective religions. In the
process of attempting to write a children’s book to
address interfaith issues, they discover life-
changing answers and formed bonds with each
other that ultimately changes their struggles with
prejudice, fear, and anger forever.

Book clubs and faith communities all over South
Brunswick have been invited to join in reading
this book so that we can join in this community
wide conversation about inter-faith relationships.
This book and the upcoming conversations offer
us a unique opportunity to talk about community
life and the role that religion has in our diverse
South Brunswick community. Look for
announcements regarding a conversation or two at
CtK in February. In the mean time, look for this
book at Amazon or in local bookstores and get
started on your own interfaith journey.

Flowers For Worship

The new sign up sheet for flowers is posted on the
bulletin board outside the sanctuary. Last year
there were nearly 20 available Sundays when no
one signed up for flowers, adding to the cost of
our worship budget. Having fresh flowers each
Sunday is a tremendous blessing for our worship
and to people inside and outside our community
who receive the flowers after worship, but it takes
a whole community to provide for this part of our
worship life. Please consider contributing to the
cost of our flowers. The cost of flowers is $30 fo
each Sunday; however, you can always split the
cost with someone else and both parties will be
named in the bulletin. Flowers can be given in
memory or thanksgiving for anyone you wish,
living or deceased, or simply in thanksgiving to
God. Just drop a check in the offering for thet cos
of the flowers with the word “flowers” and the
date(s) you have signed up for on the memo line.

Worship Leaders Needed!

Ever had an interest in reading scripture in
worship? What about being an usher? Ever been
curious about serving as a deacon? Our Christian
worship is not merely the work of the pastor. It's
the work of all who are present at worship, and
our worship is tremendously enhanced by the
visible presence of many different worship
leaders. Young and old, men and women, singers
and those who do not sing — all are welcome to
serve. The sign up sheet for weekly readers and
advanced copies of our scripture passages are
available on the bulletin board outside the
sanctuary. Please contact Tom Solomita if you
have an interest in ushering, and if you are c@riou
about serving as a deacon please contact Kitty
Solomita or Pastor Kim. We will offer new
deacon training sessions sometime in the near
future. If you have never participated in worship
leadership, perhaps God is calling you to lend
your voice and your hands to make our worship
stronger



“God is in the Details”

I've taken this day as my journey day, the first da
in 2012. Today is the day | reflect on everything
that's gone on in my life in the year 2011.

Promises kept and promises broken, not only to
others, but to myself as well. "Things done and
things left undone." Is all of this sounding aldit
familiar? | could go on, but you get the pictute.
guess the only New Year's resolution | make is
not to make one. Instead, | know that | have a
clean slate for this year and that God is in every
detail of my life. The question I'm afraid to ask

will | see it? Will you see it? Do we see God in
the details when our loved one dies, or when we
lose our job? When there is sickness that lingers
and causes pain? We can't comprehend why this
has happened to us. We can't see the big picture
of how "all things work together for good."

Life as we look at it and life as God looks atri¢ a
from two different perspectives. We need to
remember that we are spirit on a human journey
and it's that message that allows me to find that
"God is in the details". This world is temporary.
All that we have is temporary, however our spirit
is not temporary and that's where we find that God
is indeed in every detail of our human journey.



JANUARY BIRTHDAYS:
1/5: Valerie Zapata
1/6: Michael Charben
1/6: Jonathan Mathew
1/7: Sandy Thomas
1/8: Mary Jones

1/8: Alex Pendrous
1/9: Jenna LoMenzo
1/9: Lauren LoMenzo
1/10:  Jabbar Singh
1/13: Debbe Gist

1/19: Tom Solomita
1/20: Gerald McCormick
1/20: Christa Peterson
1/22: George Colotti
1/22: Preveenkumar Devakadaksham
1/22: Barbara Schafer
1/24: Mark Stuhl

1/26: John Molnar

1/28: Jeannettea Novak
1/28: JoAnn Rosenberg
1/29: Gretchen Harvey

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES
1/13: Janis and Rolf Erga

1/13: Cheryl Tibbetts
1/15: Kitty and Tom Solomita

God’s blessings, peace and joy to this month’s
celebrants! To update information, please notify
Kitty Solomita fnainekit@comcast.net Thank
you.
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FebruaryGood New®eadline

Monday, 1/26/12
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS:



