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Services at Christ the King  
 

Sunday, December 2, 9:00 am & 10:30 AM 

Sunday, December 9, 9:00 am & 10:30 AM 

Sunday, December 16, 9:00 am & 10:30 AM 

Sunday, December 23, 9:00 am & 10:30 AM 

 Monday, December 24, 5:00 PM, 7:00 PM and 
11:00 PM 

Sunday, December 30, 10:00 AM Come Together 
Service 

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
On Sunday, December 23 at the 10:30 am service 
the children of CtK will present a Christmas 
pageant called, “The Christmas Star.” Practices will 
be held during Sunday School with one dress 
rehearsal at a time to be determined.  Questions? 
 Talk to Pat Crawford or Beth Mitchell.  

 

Christmas Eve 
Come join us for Christmas Eve Services at Christ 
the King.  We will gather for three services of Holy 
Communion to celebrate the birth of our Lord and 
Savior on Saturday, December 24 at 5pm, 7pm, and 
11 pm.  The 5 pm service will be more geared 
toward children and young families, with a 
children’s message and a simpler service. The 7pm 
service will feature a musical offering by the CtK 
choir, and the 11 pm service will feature special 
solo musical offerings.  As the old Christmas carol 
goes, “Oh come all ye faithful…O Come, let us 
adore him, Christ the Lord!” 

 

 

December 30 – Come Together 
Service 10:00 AM 

On December 30 we will gather for a single “come 
together” service of Holy Communion at 10 am.  
ELCA pastor and Ph.D. student at Princeton 
Theological Seminary, The Rev. Kristin Wendland, 
who first visited us last summer, will once again be 
preaching and presiding. 

 

Sharing our Blessings 
Have you been blessed this year?  The Angel tree is 
an opportunity to show your gratitude and share 
your blessings with others.  Once again, Christ the 
King is gathering gifts and food to share with needy 
families in the South Brunswick community and 
with the veterans in our community.  This year we 
will be supporting an African American single 
mom and her three children, a 12 year old girl, a 10 
year old girl, and a 4 year old boy.  Giving 
opportunities will be hanging on the Angel Tree in 
the fellowship hall and giving instructions are next 
to the tree on the table.  Please consider sharing 
your blessings with others in need this year through 
the Angel tree and in your contributions to the 
South Brunswick Food Pantry so that others in our 
community may have a joyous Christmas too. 

 

December Confirmation Class 
Schedule 

Thursday, December 6 – 7pm, Confirmation 
Class 

Thursday, December 13 – 7pm, 
Confirmation Class 

Sunday, December 16, 5:30 pm – 
Confirmation Class and Interfaith Holiday 
Celebration with CtK High School Youth Group at 
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the home of JoAnn Rosenberg (3 Hastings Rd., 
Kendall Park 732-821-7201) 

Christmas Break (confirmation class will 
resume on Sunday, January 13) 

  

Confirmation/Youth Group Christmas 
Party 

On December 16, from 5:30 -7:30pm our 
confirmation class will join our high school youth 
group for an interfaith holiday gathering at the 
home of JoAnn Rosenberg (3 Hastings Rd., Kendall 
Park 732-821-7201).  On this final night of 
Hanukkah we will enjoy food, fellowship, and 
games and learn a little about the traditions of our 
Jewish neighbors during the seasonal celebration of 
Hanukkah from the Jewish members of the 
Rosenberg family. 

 

A BIG Pumpkin Patch Thank You! 

October was Pumpkin Patch month at Christ the 
King, and for our first year venturing into this new 
ministry of outreach to our community, it really 
was a tremendous success.  Christ the King was 
featured in news articles in both the South 
Brunswick Patch and the North/South Brunswick 
Sentinel.  We welcomed around 25 children from 
Christ the King and our surrounding neighborhoods 
to a Kid’s Day Fall Festival on our front lawn.  Our 
church was a beautifully decorated in a radiant 
display of fall colors for all of South Brunswick to 
see.  We sold over $4000 worth of pumpkins, raised 
almost $1000 for our ministries, shared more than a 
$130 with the Evangel United Brethren church for 
their help selling pumpkins, and donated almost 
$300 in cash and food to the South Brunswick food 
pantry. We did great, particularly when we consider 
that a hurricane took out our three final sale days!  
Just imagine what we might do next year! 

Many thanks to all who donated their time and 
energy to making our pumpkin patch a wonderful 
event.  It takes an army of people to pull off this 
kind of event, and we are thankful for all the hands 
that had a part in it.  In particular though we need to 
offer special thanks to the people who were in 
charge of the whole thing, our pumpkin patch 
coordinators, Mabel Pigott and Don Harvey, who 
spent countless hours in the patch making sure that 
all went smoothly.  We also need to thank Dianne 
Noon, who made sure that word about the patch 
made it into countless online and print news 
sources.  We need to thank our decorating crew, 
Jackie Singh, Mabel and John Pigott, Dianne and 
Tom Noon, Beth Mitchell and our confirmation 
students, who created a gorgeous fall display on our 
front lawn, and we need to thank the people who 
made our Kid’s Day fall festival a gloriously 
enjoyable day for all, Pat Crawford, Jackie Singh, 
Beth Mitchell, JoAnn Rosenberg, and Kay 
Christensen. 

We hope that next year even more people will 
choose to get involved in the Pumpkin Patch so that 
we can continue to reach out the people of our 
surrounding neighborhoods and help grow our 
church and its connection to our community. 
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CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
On Sunday, October 28, Julia Delia Charben and 
Elena Donielle Friedman became confirmed 
members of Christ the King Lutheran Church.  
Congratulations to both of them from all of us at 
Christ the King on completing more than 2 years of 
confirmation studies and joining the ranks of our 
adult members! 

Among the Wolves Confirmation 
Retreat 

Each year our confirmands look forward to a 
special fall retreat, called “Among the Wolves,” at 
which they gather with other middle school 
students around the synod in a weekend of worship, 
learning, and service at Harvey Cedars Bible 
Conference Retreat Center on Long Beach Island.  
Unfortunately, Hurricane Sandy hit our area only 
weeks before the scheduled “Among the Wolves” 
retreat, making our scheduled visit to Long Beach 
Island impossible this year.   
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So instead of our traditional retreat, our 
confirmands joined middle school students from 
around the synod to volunteer their time in an 
“Among the Wolves” service day to help those 
people and communities around the synod who 
were profoundly affected by the storm.  Our 
confirmands spent Saturday, November 17 helping 
to clean up storm debris from Crossroads Camp and 
Retreat Center, a Lutheran-Episcopal retreat center 
that our youth have enjoyed going to in the past.  
Crossroads suffered a tremendous number of 
downed trees that destroyed both the high and low 
ropes courses.  So we spent the day clearing 
downed branches and logs in an effort to begin to 
clean up the camp.  We had a great time not only 
serving, but worshipping, playing, and enjoying 
each other’s company. 

 

 

 

Preparing for 2013 
We began our stewardship campaign on October 14 
with a sermon from Rev. Bruce Davidson and our 
campaign ends on November 11 with a Breakfast 
Worship Service. 2013 will be an important year 
for Christ the King as we make an effort to getting 
closer to a balanced budget. 

2013 will also be an important year for our Synod, 
a year of transition. Bishop Roy Riley will be 
retiring and we will be voting for a new leader. I 
am on the Synod Transition Team and we will be 
involved in making sure this election and upcoming 
celebrations run smoothly. The election will take 
place at the New Jersey Synod Assembly starting 
June 6. Christ the King will have up to 3 lay 
persons and Pastor Kim as voting members. In the 
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recent past our voting members included Darwin 
and GR Rusch, Kitty and myself, and Don Corwin. 
This year we will elect voting members at our 
January meeting. If you would like more 
information, please see me. 

2013 is also an important year for the whole 
Evangelical Lutheran Church of America as we 
celebrate our 25th year since the founding of the 
ELCA. The theme for this year will be: Always 
Being Made New. I am sure congregations in each 
of the 65 Synods will be celebrating this event. 
Visit the ELCA website at 
http://www.elca.org/Who-We-Are/Welcome-to-
the-ELCA/25th-Anniversary.aspx for more 
information. 

Tom Solomita 

 

The First Church 
From time to time, such as a recent CtK church 
council meeting, it is helpful to put down what 
“church” is, or should be, in as few words as 
possible. What would you say if you only had a 
dozen words? As it happens, our Bible study 
sessions on the book of Acts came across a verse 
doing that for the first church: Acts 2:42 if you 
want to look it up. 
It says that the first Christians devoted themselves 
to the “apostles’ teaching and fellowship, bread-
breaking, and prayers.” Sound too brief? Well, 
“apostles’ teaching” meant all of scripture and 
teaching, including in worship, so that’s a lot right 
there. “Fellowship” meant not merely social 
occasions, but sharing one’s whole life and all 
possessions in common, according to Acts. So, 
that’s everything we do to share with others, in and 
outside of church. “Bread-breaking” was sharing 
meals together whether pot-lucks or the Lord’s 
Supper, so that is a big ticket item too. And 
“prayers” means not only together on Sundays, but 
how we share concerns and joys in prayer every 

day about anything, including the church but also 
and especially the world.  
So, right there, in very few words (just seven!), you 
have a biblical foundation and a glimpse of what 
the first church was: “apostles’ teaching and 
fellowship, bread-breaking, and prayers.” 
Paul Rorem 

 

Grocery Card Fundraiser 

 
We sell grocery cards for both Shop Rite and Stop 
& Shop in denominations of $25, $50, and $100. 
Mabel Pigott and Marilyn McMahon sell these 
cards in between services. There is no cost to you. 
You pay $100 for a $100 grocery card and can use 
all $100 at the store. Christ the King purchases 
these cards at a 5% discount. So far this year, Christ 
the King made over $700 and we hope that we can 
increase that amount in 2013. 

If you have any questions about this fundraiser, 
please see Mabel, Marilyn or myself 

Tom Solomita 

 

New Member’s Sunday 
Have you been visiting Christ the King for a while 
now?  Do you feel a growing connection to our 
community?  Are you thinking about maybe 
becoming a part of it?  Please contact Pastor Kim 
(pastor@xtheking.org or 732-297-1200) if you are 
interested in becoming a member of Christ the 
King, so that we can plan a new member Sunday 
celebration sometime in January. 
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Have a great idea for CtK?  Wish something were 
done differently?  Let us know.  We are placing a 
Communications Box on the table in the narthex 
and welcome your contributions.  Please make sure 
to include your contact information if you would 
like a response from Council and/or Pastor Kim. 
 
Kitty Solomita 

 
First Communion Class 

Pastor Kim will be offering another opportunity 
children ages 7 and up and their parents to learn 
about the sacraments and to prepare for first 
communion.  Classes are tentatively scheduled for 
Wednesday evenings in Lent (February 20th – 
March 13) at 6:30-7:30 pm with first communion to 
be held on Sunday, March 17 (or after).  If you 
believe your child is ready to receive their first 
communion, please set aside these four Wednesday 
evenings in your schedule and contact Pastor Kim 
at pastor@xtheking.org or 732-297-1200. 

 

Brussels Sprouts,Weddings, and God’s 
Surprising Love 

Over the Thanksgiving holiday, I introduced 
my fiancé, Joe, to one of my favorite veggies, 
Brussels sprouts.  It was funny to see his expression 
when I suggested them for dinner one night.  He 
almost looked like a little kid with that expression 
that says, “OK, I’ll try them, but I know I’m not 
going to like them.”  At the time I think he was 
surprised that he didn’t dislike them as much as he 
had anticipated, but the big surprise came a few 

weeks later when he said, “I have to thank you for 
introducing me to Brussels sprouts.  I love them.  I 
think I have had them a couple times a week since 
your visit.”  What an unexpected surprise!  

This past month has been full of surprises 
for Christ the King – some of them planned and 
some unexpected, some of them joyous and some 
heartbreaking.  Yet, in all these surprises, one thing 
is so clear.  God is at work in our lives and in the 
world, bringing joy to our worlds, light in our 
darkness, and hope even in the worst situations. 

Personally, I have been so overwhelmed at 
the joyous response I have received since surprising 
Christ the King with the announcement of my 
engagement to Joe.  I had spent so much time, 
preparing to share this news, planning exactly how 
I would surprise you with news of our plans, but I 
did wonder a bit about how it would be received.  I 
have to tell you though that, Christ the King really 
does continue to be such a blessing to me.  Your 
love and support really should no longer come as a 
surprise. It really is a reflection of God’s love and 
grace at work in your lives, and I am so grateful for 
that. 

Although there are many aspects of our 
lives for which we plan and prepare, there are 
events that come completely out of the blue and 
totally knock us off our feet. All of us can 
remember those times when we encountered 
something that was totally unexpected: the death of 
a loved one, the unexpected loss of a job, the 
betrayal of a friend.  Learning of our dear 
Christopher Molnar’s serious health problems is 
just the kind of unexpected surprise that every 
family dreads hearing; the kind of horrible surprise 
that hits home like a punch in the gut. Yet, even in 
the most heartbreaking of surprises, we know God 
is at work, breaking into our darkness, revealing 
glimpses of God’s love to give us hope, glimpses 
like the generosity of love offerings, the outpouring 
of prayers, and the burning desire of so many to 
help Chris and his family in any way they can. 
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Advent is the season when we prepare for the 
celebration of the birth of our Lord.  We light 
candles to watch for the Messiah breaking into the 
world.  We decorate Christmas trees, and remember 
those whom we love with gifts.  We plan our lives 
and our gatherings and our worship services in the 
hope of seeing glimpses of God’s grace in our lives, 
but God also has a way of breaking into our lives 
and offering us glimpses of that love in the most 
unexpected ways. My prayer for us all during these 
beautiful seasons of Advent and Christmas is that 
our Lord will continue to surprise us with glimpses 
of God’s healing and transforming love.  May the 
light of God’s love continue to illumine our way. 

 

Advent and Christmas blessings, 

  Pastor Kim 

 
News from Kitty and Tom Solomita 

Dear Members of the CtK Family, 
Some of you may already know that Tom and I 
have decided to move to the Wilmington, North 
Carolina, area sometime during the coming 
summer. We have debated about heading south for 
many years. The lure of warmer weather, a smaller 
piece of property, a single-level home and low 
taxes is strong. The lure of living much closer to 
my sister and her husband is even stronger.  
After moving 5 times in our first 5 years of 
marriage, we bought a new house in Kendall Park 
35 years ago and have called this town home ever 
since. Over the years, we have developed strong 
friendships and ties to the area, especially to Christ 
the King, the Franklin Township Animal Shelter 
and the NJ Synod. It will be a very big change for 
us to move. We will miss the people and 
organizations we've grown close to. However, we 
look forward to making new friends and finding 
new opportunities to get involved when we're in 
NC.  

Over the next few months we will be working with 
Pastor Kim and the Council to develop a transition 
plan which we hope we can put in place smoothly. 
We will need to find replacements for us on 
Council, for me as President and for Tom as 
bookkeeper and webmaster. Please keep us and 
Christ the King in your prayers as we work towards 
this goal. 
Yours in Christ, 
Kitty Solomita 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Christ  the King Lutheran Church,  Kendall  Park,  New Jersey – The Rev.  Kim Carlson,  Pastor 

 

 

December 2012 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS: 
12/1: Christopher Weisner 
12/2: Karen Molnar 
12/3: Anna Marecek 
12/5: Bo San Tsao 
12/8: Paul Rorem  
12/9: Christine Stuhl 
12/11: Tom Noon 
12/14: Cody Eigenbauer 
12/14: Steve Lawrence 
12/15: Robert Olson 
12/16: Joanne Mondics 
12/19: Carolyn Murset 
12/22: Sal Tinagero 
12/24: Daniel Corwin 
12/27: Rocco Rao 
12/29: Wai-Yee Helfrich 
12/31: Cole Freda 
 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES: 
12/26: Janet & Tom Spencer 

God’s blessings, peace and joy to this month’s 
celebrants!  To update information, please notify 
Kitty Solomita (solomitak@hotmail.com).  Thank 
you. 

++++++++++++ 

 

January Good News Deadline 
Wednesday, 12/26/12 

+++++++++++++ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

 

 

 
 


